
 
Aug. 20, 2021 

Dear CFISD Community, 

When we last updated the community, we had hoped for more clarity by today regarding the current legal conflict 
between state and local orders. Unfortunately, the Texas Supreme Court declined to hear the conflict this week and 
instead ordered the parties to go through the full appeal process first; as such, hearings as early as next week could 
potentially impact the LEAD Safely plan.  

Additionally, the Texas Education Agency, which school districts are required to follow, advised late yesterday that it 
would not be updating the mask provision in its public health guidance until litigation between state and local officials 
has been resolved. Therefore, we find ourselves in the same position of uncertainty. 

For now, we will continue to follow our LEAD Safely protocols and encourage universal masking among students and 
staff. Based on our experience from last year, we know that universal masking, along with other preventative 
measures, is effective at stopping the spread of COVID-19 and other communicable illnesses. We continue to be 
proud of the fact that, during the 2020-2021 school year, we never had to close a campus due to the spread of 
COVID-19.  

I seldom ask the community to support issues or causes. Occasionally I will ask you to donate to the CFEF through 
the Superintendent’s Fun Run, or vote for a staff member or student competing for national awards. But today, I am 
asking you to mask up for the first few weeks of school. Based on data from other countries, we feel that this will be a 
temporary situation, we will get past this surge and things will return more to normal. We can get there quicker if we 
all agree to wear a face covering, get vaccinations if eligible, keep hands clean and stay home when sick. 

Earlier this week, we met with local medical professionals, who reviewed the LEAD Safely plan and supported the 
many measures that are in place. We will continue to consult with health professionals as the situation evolves and 
make modifications as needed. 

This is a fluid situation that is constantly changing, and we will continue to lead CFISD through it as we monitor the 
legal developments and weigh all the information and input from experts and officials. Thank you for your efforts in 
helping keep our campuses and community as safe and healthy as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Henry, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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